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Today we celebrate Mother’s Day. Let’s celebrate the love our mothers have for us, and our love 

for them.  Not everyone has a beautiful, kind and loving earthly mother. Some of us may not 

have experienced being a mother in the way we would have liked to. However, I hope we can 

join together today to celebrate this day and mothers everywhere.  

 

In my search for some inspirational motherly advice for today’s lesson, I discovered a book by 

Monsignor Leo Maasburg titled Mother Teresa of Calcutta: A Personal Story. In this beautiful 

book, Monsignor Maasburg tells 50 stories about Mother Teresa. He was able to spend a lot of 

time with Mother Teresa, and his stories are firsthand. I will tell a few of these stories today. 

Every story gives us some insight into the life and wisdom of Mother Teresa. In these stories, we 

also find practical principles we can use in our lives. 

 

Mother Teresa taught us to: 

 

1. Be contemplative in the world. Mother Teresa taught us to be contemplative in the world. 

She spent much time in prayer and meditation. In prayer, she turned within and listened 

for the inspiration and guidance of God. We too can receive inspiration and guidance as 

we turn within. 

 

Affirmation: I am listening to and acting on guidance from God. 

 

2. Be present for each other in every moment. The story of the photographer illustrates how 

Mother Teresa was able to change her perspective when her prayer was interrupted by a 

photographer. Instead of feeling annoyed by his interruption she saw it as a gift that he 

was offering her. She responded to him from this perspective and treated him with 

appreciation. 

 

Affirmation: Every person offers me a gift. I accept their gifts with love and appreciation. 

 

3. Do little things with great love. In the story about Daniel Ortega, Mother Teresa was able 

to look past his machine gun guards and intimidating presence and offer 5 of her Sisters 

to come to Nicaragua and help the poor.   

 

Affirmation: I do little things with great love. 

 

4. Be a pencil in the hand of God. One of the truest and most beautiful ways in which 

Mother Teresa described herself was something that she once said to a group of 

journalists. One of the reporters said, Mother Teresa, what you do is so wonderful! And 

she replied You know, I am only a little pencil in the hand of God, a God who is about to 

write a love letter to the world. 

 

Mother Teresa was saying that we can allow ourselves to be used by God as we ourselves 

use a pencil: Just as we need a pencil to put our thoughts on paper, God uses a human 

being to express love and wisdom in the world.  

 

Affirmation: I am a pencil in the hand of God, a God that is writing a love letter to the world. 


