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Here is the story of Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10. "He (Jesus) entered Jericho and was passing through 

it. A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was rich. He was trying to see 

who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd, he could not, because he was short in stature. So he ran 

ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him because he was going to pass that way.   When Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said to him,  Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at 

your house today. So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All who saw it began to grumble 

and said, He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner. Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, 

Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 

will pay back four times as much. Then Jesus said to him, Today salvation has come to this house, 

because he too is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost." 

 

Let's look at the deeper spiritual meaning of this story and see what it means for us metaphysically. Each 

of the characters in this story represents different aspects of our spiritually evolving consciousness.  

 

Zacchaeus symbolizes us when we are caught up in shortsighted negative thinking. Zacchaeus climbs a 

tree so that he can get a higher view of Jesus. He goes out on a limb to lift his consciousness above his 

previous thinking. We too must sometimes exert energy to lift our thinking above the crowd of fearful, 

short-sighted voices in our own head.  

 

Jesus represents the Christ within each of us. The Christ is the Golden Buddha beneath the mud that I 

talked about in the Golden Buddha story. Zacchaeus is looking for the Golden Buddha or the Christ 

within himself. Jesus says, Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today. The 

Christ of our being reminds us that the grace of God is always available to us. Even though Zacchaeus 

made some bad choices and hurt people in the past, the fullness of God is always available to him, 

forgiving him and offering him comfort and peace. Alan Cohen writes, Grace is the hallmark of the 

divine love that sustains us without condition or judgment. 

 

The grumbling people are the parts of us that are afraid of our own Christ potential. We are sometimes 

afraid of our own light. Marianne Williamson writes in her book A Return To Love, Our deepest fear is 

not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not 

our darkness that most frightens us. 

 

Zacchaeus says, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four 

times as much. Zacchaeus has a huge healing here. He has a significant shift in consciousness. It 

represents the shift we have when we realize the Truth and vow to never do something hurtful again. We 

really get it. He vowed to serve the activity of God. 

 

This story ends with Jesus saying Today salvation has come to this house because he too is a son of 

Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost. When Jesus talked about Abraham 

and Son of Man, he was referring to the Christ nature that is within all of us. Jesus teaches us that we can 

save the lost (those who have forgotten who they are) by being our Christ selves and reflecting the light 

for others.  

 

Marianne Williamson says it beautifully, And as we let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other 

people permission to do the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically 

liberates others. 

 

Affirmation: I remember the truth of God's love, and I heal myself and help others to heal.  


